INTRODUCTION
WHAT qualities do we require in an ideal politician?
A few years ago I had a discussion on this question
with a Czech Anglophile who thought that nothing
was too good for our public life. His theme lent him
eloquence, and this is the picture that he drew.
The character of a Member of Parliament should be
so upright that the faintest breath of scandalous
suspicion perishes at once through its absurdity. He
should have the courage of Cromwell so that he is
never silent through the discretion bred of fear;
whenever he has to make a decision he will shun
expediency and ask only, "Is this right?" His skin
should be thick enough to resist the countless mean
things that will be said and written about him; but
he should be sufficiently sensitive to recognize fair
criticism and, like John Bright, to heed the cry of
genuine distress. He should possess a deeply-founded
knowledge of all1 the main political issues and expert
knowledge of at least one or two. His culture, like
Haldane's, should ensure that his interests are catholic.
Like Arthur James Balfour, his mind should be open
to new ideas, free from any confusion of prejudice
with principle. He should be so intelligent that he
should be able to meet the best informed on terms of
ease, if not of equality. He should be so eloquent that
he can speak spontaneously for an hour, and his
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